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MEDCHI APPLAUDS GOV. HOGAN FOR DECLARING AUGUST AS 

IMMUNIZATION AWARENESS MONTH IN MARYLAND AND CALLS FOR 

INCREASED AWARENESS OF ROUTINE VACCINATIONS  
 

Maryland physicians encourage conversations about getting caught up on  
latest vaccine requirements throughout the month 

 
 

BALTIMORE, August 04, 2022 – MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society, today 

applauds Governor Larry Hogan for declaring August as Immunization Awareness 

Month in the State of Maryland and urges residents to speak with their physician about 

getting back on track with recommended vaccines for the coming year. While over 12 

million Marylanders—93 percent of the population—have received at least one COVID-

19 vaccination, vaccination rates for other critical immunizations have dropped. The 

University of Maryland found that pre-kindergarten vaccinations for measles, mumps, 

and rubella have declined by 76 percent. As a result, over 15,000 Maryland children, who 

are a month away from re-entering schools in-person, could be vulnerable to vaccine-

preventable diseases. While all eyes have been on getting vaccinated against COVID-19, 

Marylanders cannot forget the importance of protecting themselves and their 

communities from other illnesses, such as flu, shingles, pneumococcal, and more.   

 

“Vaccines are critical for protecting Marylanders from a broad range of dangerous, and 

potentially deadly diseases, and maintaining strong public health as we emerge from the 

COVID-19 pandemic,” said Gene Ransom, Chief Executive Officer of MedChi. 

“Immunizations protect everyone. Parents of teens and young adults should discuss with 

their physicians how to protect students from easily spreadable diseases like meningitis 

and stay up to date on their vaccine schedule as they prepare to return to school and 

university campuses this fall.”  

 

Maintaining a recommended vaccine schedule is a safe, effective, and critical step to 

protecting yourself, your family, and your community. All vaccinations work on a 

different schedule, so it is critical to have a conversation with your physician to ensure 

you are getting the right immunizations at the right time. In addition, Marylanders can 

view their official vaccination records through MyIR, Maryland’s free immunization 

record portal, and confirm the status of their most recent vaccinations. 

 

“Many Marylanders have fallen behind on vaccines for illnesses outside of COVID-19,” 

said Ransom. “However, this month, Maryland residents have the opportunity to catch up 

on any missed immunizations for communicable illnesses like mumps, measles, 

diphtheria, and more. The COVID-19 pandemic showed us firsthand how important 

https://www.medchi.org/
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/what-to-know/managing-medical-conditions/getting-care/child-vaccine
https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/what-to-know/managing-medical-conditions/getting-care/child-vaccine
https://myirmobile.com/


vaccines are in preventing residents and families from getting sick, but we cannot forget 

about the necessary vaccinations for other harmful diseases.” 

For more information, please visit www.medchi.org or the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) website: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/.  

 

About MedChi  

MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society is a non-profit membership association of 

Maryland physicians. It is the largest physician organization in Maryland. The mission of 

MedChi is to serve as Maryland's foremost advocate and resource for physicians, their 

patients and the public health of Maryland. For more information, please visit 

www.medchi.org. 
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